
Expert Lecture on "Innovation and Entrepreneurship" under NEP-2020 Lecture Series

An expert lecture on Innovation and Entrepreneurship under the National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020 was conducted On 27th March 2025 at Room No. 125, EC Department at 11:30 AM. The 
session featured distinguished speakers: Dr. M. R. Prajapati (SSIP Coordinator), Lata Gadhvi 
(NEP Coordinator), J. T. Patankar (NEP 2020 Expert), and D. R. Varadiya (ISRO, DRDO 
Apprenticeship). The lecture aimed to discuss the significance of fostering innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and skill development in alignment with NEP 2020.

Key Highlights of the Lecture

1. Introduction to NEP 2020 and its Focus on Innovation & Entrepreneurship

The session began with J. T. Patankar, an NEP 2020 expert, who provided an overview of the 
policy's emphasis on a multidisciplinary approach to education. He highlighted how NEP 2020 aims 
to bridge academia and industry by incorporating innovation-driven learning models.

Lata Gadhvi, NEP Coordinator, discussed how NEP 2020 envisions interdisciplinary learning to 
enhance innovation. She explained the shift from rote learning to problem-solving methodologies, 
internships, and project-based education

2. Role of SSIP in Supporting Student Startups

Dr. M. R. Prajapati, the SSIP Coordinator, elaborated on the Student Startup and Innovation 
Policy (SSIP), which encourages students to develop and implement innovative ideas. He 
emphasized financial grants, mentorship support, and networking opportunities provided under 
SSIP to transform student projects into viable businesses. Case studies of successful student startups 
were shared to inspire the attendees.

3. Industry and Research Collaboration for Startups

D. R. Varadiya, an expert in ISRO and DRDO apprenticeship programs, highlighted the role of 
internship and apprenticeship in shaping up career of students.She shared insights on how students 
can leverage opportunities in space technology, defense research, and artificial intelligence . She 
also discussed internship and apprenticeship programs that connect students with national research 
organizations.

Key Takeaways

• NEP 2020 promotes innovation, entrepreneurship, and skill-based learning.

• SSIP grants and mentorship programs provide strong support for student startups.

• Interdisciplinary education is crucial for fostering innovation.

• Collaboration with industry and research organizations can help students turn ideas into 
impactful businesses.

• Government policies and funding are available to support young entrepreneurs.

Event successfully organised and coordinated by Dr. M R Prajapati ( EC Department , GP 
Gandhinagar)



The session concluded with an engaging Q&A session, where students and faculty members sought 
guidance on securing funding, patenting innovations, and startup incubation opportunities. The 
speakers encouraged participants to actively engage in entrepreneurial initiatives and innovation-
driven projects to align with India's vision of a self-reliant and technologically advanced economy.


