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Event Report : India Sustainability Startathon 2025 Bootcamp

Organized by:

GTU Ventures & The Future Founders Co.

Venue: Acharya Chanakya Hall, GTU School of Management Studies, Chandkheda, Gujarat
Technological University, Ahmedabad

Dates: 16th & 17th July 2025

Participants: 270 students from various colleges across Gujarat

About the Event

India Sustainability Startathon 2025 is a prestigious platform designed to empower students
with entrepreneurial skills and sustainable thinking. The two-day bootcamp was focused on
addressing climate challenges through innovation, collaboration, and practical
solution-building.

Inaugural Session Highlights
o Welcome Address: Dr. Tushar Panchal, Group CEO, GTU Ventures

o Program Overview: Ms. Supriya Panchangam, Chief Everything Officer, The Future
Founders Co.
In her session, Ms. Panchangam introduced the key benefits of the Startathon.
Participants had the opportunity to:
Compete for a fully funded opportunity to represent India at the ACI Youth
Leadership Summit in Singapore
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Win up to $10,000 in international grants

=

Access 2.5 lakh in local funding through 4 pre-incubation opportunities

=

Collaborate with youth from 12 countries
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Explore 50+ internships, placements, programs, and fellowships
e Remarks: Dr. Pankajray Patel, Director, GISC

o Keynote Address: Mr. Abhishek Padmanabhan, Director, Centre of Excellence in
Energy Sciences and eMobility, Atria University

e Special Guest Presence: Mr. Aditya Dave, Member, The Future Founders Co.
e Vote of Thanks: Mr. Yujvendra Chauhan, SSIP Coordinator, GTU
Day 1 — Problem Immersion

1) Pick a climate sub-theme and get started
Students selected a sustainability challenge to focus on.

2) Build rich personas and draft an initial problem statement
Teams created user profiles and defined the core problem.

3) Drill down with Five Whys then test insights in peer consults
Root causes were identified using the “Five Whys” method and discussed with peers.
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4) Sketch the wider system and design a quick survey for outside feedback
Teams mapped out the ecosystem and prepared surveys for user validation.

Day 2 — Solution Framing

1) Rapid ideation sprint then cluster ideas to select standout options
Students brainstormed ideas and shortlisted promising ones.

2) Draft solution statements and stress-test them with facilitators and peers
Teams refined solutions and received feedback from mentors and fellow students.

3) Validate choices with survey data plus a fast market scan
Solutions were validated using collected feedback and quick market research.

4) Merge the refined problem—solution pair, submit on Slido, and await shortlist
reveals
Final proposals were submitted for review and shortlisting.

At the end of Day 2, Mr. Yujvendra Chauhan, SSIP Coordinator at GTU, addressed the
students with an insightful session on SSIP (Student Startup and Innovation Policy).
He engaged students with information on how to leverage SSIP and highlighted that
funding up to 2.5 Lakhs is available to support student innovations under the policy.

The event concluded with a group photo capturing the vibrant energy and spirit of
innovation among the 70 participating students.
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Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India

Gujarat Technological University, Nigam Nagar Class Room,

Nigam Nagar, Chandkheda, Ahmedabad, Gujarat 382424, India
Lat 23.106767° Long 72.592824°
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